Pastor tells church not to lose hope after storm

By WENDY ISOM 
wisom@jacksonsun.com
Lighthouse United Pentecostal Church Pastor Donald Lance encouraged his congregation on Sunday to hold onto their faith in the midst of storms. 

"Faith is what moves God. Without faith, it is impossible to please God," Lance said to his congregation almost two weeks after the Feb. 5 tornado toppled their church sanctuary on Old Humboldt Road. "You better not lose your hope in the storm," he said. 

Lance hopes to get the OK for the congregation to hold church services inside Lighthouse's gymnasium, which remained intact after the storm. For safety reasons, the sanctuary has to be bulldozed first before church members can return to their church grounds, he said. 

Northside Assembly of God Pastor Randy Carter offered to share his church building on Oil Well Road with the Lighthouse Church congregation while they rebuild. 

Lance and his congregation held their services at Northside Assembly of God Sunday afternoon. 
Lighthouse church member Imogene Hart said she hated to see them lose their building, but that the people are the church. Hart has been a member since the church first started in 1978. 

"I'm just thankful nobody was injured," she said. 

Lance directed the 225 gathered on Sunday to look at an unblemished hanging Lighthouse banner that read, "Taking it to Another Level." Lance said the church's banner was found in the midst of the rubble. 

"God's still going to take us to another level," Lance said. "Sometimes he has to pull us back to launch us to where we're supposed to go." 

Church member Wilma Hicks said it seems like God has motivated them to go even higher. 

"Through the storm will be a greater sunshine," Hicks said in between greeting church members and visitors at the door. 

Vickie Richardson was among those visiting Sunday. 

"This was my home church when I was growing up," Richardson said. "I drove by the old church yesterday. Devastating," she said. Vickie's husband, Jerry, is the director of the United Pentecostal Church of Africa. They are back in the United States now for a visit, but still have an apartment in Johannesburg, South Africa. The Lighthouse church, located at 333 Old Humboldt Road, was set to have a revival service the night the storm hit. 

But the pastor canceled service because of the storm. Lance has said, "I just didn't feel right about having service.'' The tornado hit at 7 p.m. The service had been set for 7 p.m. 

Church board member Tim Britt said he believes that God spoke to Lance. 

"Pentecostals don't cancel church," Britt said. 

Since the tornado, Lance said the outpouring of support has followed from other churches and ministries. 

Dannie Hood, a Colorado-based evangelist, shipped his books to the church. His book titled, "The Impossibility Zone: Where Faith Triumphs!" is designed to minister to people who have suffered losses. 

Lance said Hood sent them 200 books to give away to storm victims. "Remember to pick these up and give them to people who are hurting," Lance said. 

Church members like Rahdona Pearcy continue to see the blessings in the storm. 

"We were able to salvage the piano, organ and the drums," said Pearcy, 23. 

Rahdona, a Maine native, and her husband, Jason, a Parsons native, are the church's interim ministers. 

"I think it's definitely unified us. We're closer. It's almost like there's a new strength," 

Visit jacksonsun.com and share your thoughts. 

- Wendy Isom, 425-9782 
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Lighthouse Pentecostal Church pastor Donald Lance prays during their Sunday afternoon service in the sanctuary of Northside Assembly of God. Lighthouse is temporarily holding their services at Northside after the Feb. 5 tornado destroyed their church sanctuary. 



What to know 

Those who are interested in getting a free copy of Dannie Hood's book, "The Impossibility Zone: Where Faith Triumphs!," call Lighthouse United Pentecostal Church at 664-6690. Hood, a Colorado-based evangelist shipped 200 books to Lighthouse to be distributed to storm victims. 
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Members of the Lighthouse Pentecostal Church are now meeting inside the sanctuary of the Northside Assembly of God. Lighthouse church was destroyed in the Feb. 5 tornado. On the back wall hangs the church's theme for 2008: 'Taking It To Another Level.' 

